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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF. 


Tue following discourse on “The Law of Adoption” was delivered by 
President Wilford Woodruff, at the Sixty-fourth Annua] Conference of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, held in the Tabernacle, Salt 
Lake City, Sunday morning, April 8, 1894:— 

I feel thankful for the privilege of meeting with so many of the Latter- 
day Saints this morning. In order to present my position before the 
Saints I wish to say that I have been a member of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints over sixty years, a member of the Quorum of 
the Apostles fifty-five years, and the President of the Church for a short 
time. During all these years, and in all my travels, 1 have never seen a 
moment when I have had the power to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
or to administer in any of the ordinances of the House of the Lord, 
acceptably to God or to myself, only by the assistance of the Holy Ghost; 
and I do not know of any other man that could ever do this. ‘Even the 
Son of God, in referring to His work, said: “I do nothing of myself; but 
as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things.” So it has been with 
all the prophets and patriarchs in every age of the world; they have had 
to be assisted by the power of God. I occupy that position to-day before 
this assembly. Therefore, as the Lord commanded us not to speak only 
as we are moved upon by the Holy Ghost, I desire that, and in order to 
obtain it I want the prayers and faith of the Latter day Saints. 

I have some things resting upon me that I wish to present before the 
Latter-day Saints, and in order to do this I will call upon President George 
Q. Cannon to read from the Book of Doctrine and Covenants concerning 
the subject which I wish to speak upon. 

President Cannon read from Sec. 128, as follows :— 
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It may seem to some to be a very bold doctrine that we talk of—a power 
which records or binds on earth, and binds in heaven. Nevertheless in all 
ages of the world, whenever the Lord has given a dispensation of the 

riesthood to any man ag orean revelation, or any set of men, this power 
has always been given. Hence, whatsoever those men did in authority, in 
the name of the Lord, and did it truly and faithfully, and kept a proper 
and faithful record of the same, it became a law on earth and in heaven, 
and could not be annulled, gman, the decrees of the great Jehovah. 
This is a faithful saying! Who can hear it? 

And again, for the precedent, Matthew xvi: 18, 19, “And I say unto 
thee, that thou art Peter: and — this rock I will build my church; and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it; and I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, shall 
be loosed in heaven.” 

Now the great and ry secret of the whole matter, and the swmmum 
bonum of the whole subject that is lying before us, consists in obtaining 
the powers of the Holy Priesthood. For him to whom these keys are 
given, there is no pomp 4 obtaining a knowledge of facts in relation 
- _~ ‘salvation of the children of men, both as well for the dead as for 

e living. 

Herein is glory and honor, and immortality and eternal life. The ordin- 
ance of baptism by water, to be immersed therein in order to answer to 
the likeness of the dead, that one principle might accord with the other. 
To be immersed in the water and come forth out of the water is in the 
likeness of the resurrection of the dead in coming forth out of their graves; 
hence this ordinance was instituted to form a relationship with the ordi- 
nance of baptism for the dead, being in likeness of the dead. 

Consequently the baptismal font was instituted as a simile of the grave, 
and was commanded to be in a place underneath where the living are 
wont to assemble, to show forth the living and the dead; and that all 
things may have their likeness, and that they may accord one with 
another; that which is earthly conforming to that which is heavenly, as 
Paul hath declared, 1 Corinthians xv: 46, 47 and 48. 

“Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural, 
and afterwards that which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth, 
earthy; the second man is the Lord, from heaven. As is the earthy, such 
are they also that are earthy; and as is the heavenly, such are they also 
that are heavenly.” And as are the records on the earth in relation to 

our dead, which are truly made out, so also are the records in heaven. 
is, therefore, is the sealing and binding power, and, in one sense of the 
i the keys of the kingdom which consist in the key of knowledge. 

And now, my dearly beloved brethren and sisters, let me assure you 
that these are principles in relation to the dead, and the living, that can- 
not be lightly comed over, as pertaining to our salvation. For their sal- 
vation is necessary, and essential to our salvation, as Paul says concerning 
the fathers “that they without us cannot be made perfect;” neither can 
we without our dead be made —- 

And now, in relation to the baptism for the dead, I will give you 
another quotation of Paul, 1 Corinthians xv: 29, “Else what they 
do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all; why are 
they then baptized for the dead?” 

And again, in connection with this quotation, I will give you a quotation 
from one of the prophets, who had his eye fixed on the restoration of the 
Priesthood, the glories to be revealed in the last days, and in an especial 
- manner this most glorious of all subjects arenas to the everlasting 

gospel, viz., the baptism for the dead; for Malachi says, last chapter, 
verses 5th and 6th, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the =o Rory before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord; and he shall turn the 
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heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their 
fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.” 

I might have rendered a plainer translation to this, but it is sufficiently 
plain to suit my purpose as it stands. It is sufficient to know, in this case, 
that the earth will be smitten with a curse, unless there is a welding link 
of some kind or other, between the fathers and the children, upon some 
subject or other, and behold what is that subject? It is the baptism for 
the dead. For we without them cannot be made perfect; neither can 
they without us be made perfect. Neither can they nor we be made per- 
fect, without those who have died in the gospel also; for it is necessary in 
the ushering in of the dispensation of the fullness of times; which dispen- 
sation is now beginning to usher in, that a whole and complete and perfect 
union, and welding together of dispensations, and keys, and powers, and 
glories should take place, and be revealed from the days of Adam even to 
the present time; and not only this, but those things which never have 
been revealed from the foundation of the world, but have been kept hid 
from the wise and prudent, shall be revealed unto babes and sucklings 
in this the dispensation of the fullness of times. 

Now, what do we hear in the gospel which we have received? “A voice 
of gladness! A voice of mercy from heaven; and a voice of truth out of 
the earth ; on tidings for the dead; a voice of gladness for the living 
and the dead ; glad tidings of great joy; how beautifu) upon the mountains 
are the feet of those that bring glad tidings of good things; and they say 
unto Zion, behold! thy God reigneth. As the dews of Carmel, so shall the 
knowledge of God descend upon them.” 

And again, what do we hear? Glad tidings from Cumorah! Moroni, 
an angel from heaven, declaring the fulfillment of the prophets—the book 
to be revealed. A voice of the Lord in the wilderness of Fayette, Seneca 
County, declaring the three witnesses to bear record of the book. The 
voice of Michael on the banks of the Su uehanna, detecting the devil 
when he appeared as an angel of light. The voice of Peter, James, and 
John in the wilderness between Harmony, Susquehanna County, and 
Colesville, Broome County, on the Susquehanna River, declaring them- 
selves as ements the keys of the kingdom; and the dispensation of the 
fullness of times. 

And again, the voice of God in the chamber of old father Whitmer, in 
Fayette, Seneca County, and at sundry times, and in divers places through 
all the travels and tribulations of this Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints. And the voice of Michael, the arch-angel; the voice of 
Gabriel, and of Raphael, and of divers angels, from ichael or Adam, 
down to the present — all declaring their dispensation, their a 
their keys, their honors, their majesty and glory, and the power of their 
Priesthood ; giving line upon line, precept upon precept; here a little, and 
there a little—giving us consolation by holding forth that which is to 
come, confirming our hope. , 

Resuming, President Woodruff said :— 

Thus you have before you the subject which is resting upon us, and 
which we wish to present to the Latter-day Saints. Let me say that age 
has very little to do with. revelation. In the early age of the world, old 
father Adam, three years previous to his death—he being nearly one 
thousand years of age—called together his posterity in the valley of 
Adam-ondi-Ahman, and he stood upon his feet for hours, clothed with 
the power of God and the revelations of Heaven, and blessed his posterity, 
some seven of whom, each representing a generation, were High Priests. 
Among them were Enoch and Methusaleh, both great men of their day 
and generation. He prophesied upon them what should transpire with 
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their posterity unto the end of time. His old age did not have any effect 
whatever upon the revelations of God to him. Joseph Smith, when four- 
teen years of age, while calling upon God in the wilderness, had the 
heavens opened unto him. Both the Father and the Son presented them- 
selves unto him in the clouds of heaven, and the Father said, “This is my 
beloved Son; hear him.” The age of man is very short indeed in this day 
to what it was in ancient days. Men anciently lived to a very great age. 
When four or five hundred years old they took wives, begat children, and 
raised up posterity. To-day our age is limited to something like three 
score years and ten. 

I wish to say to the Latter-day Saints that we live in a very important 
generation. We are blessed with power and authority, holding the Holy 
Priesthood by the commandment of God, to stand upon the earth and re- 
deem both the living and the dead. If we did not do it, we should be 
damned and cut off from the earth, and the God of Israel would raise up 
a people who would do it. The Lord would not permit me to occupy this 
position one day of my life, unless I was susceptible to the Holy Spirit and 
to the revelations of God. It is too late in the day for this Church to 
stand without revelation. Not only the President of the Church should 
possess this gift and give it unto the people, but his counselors and the 
Apostles and all men that bear the Holy Priesthood, if they magnify their 
calling, should possess that gift for themselves and to assist them in their 
duties, although they may not be called to give revelations to lead and 
direct the Church. The spirit of revelation belongs to the Priesthood. 

But to come to the subject before us. Perhaps it may be said by the 
inquiring or the objecting mind, What have you to say about redeeming 
the dead, or the work of the Temples of our God, that is not already re- 
vealed? I will say this: Whien the Prophet Joseph had this revelation 
from heaven, what did he do? There are witnesses here of what he did. 
He never stopped till he got the fullness of the word of God to him con- 
cerning the baptism for the dead. But before doing so he went into the 
Mississippi River, and so did I, as well as others, and we each baptized a 
hundred for the dead, without a man to record a single act that we per- 
formed. Why did wedoit? Because of the feeling of joy that we had, to 
think that we in the flesh could stand and redeem our dead. We did not 
wait to know what the result of this would be, or what the whole of it 
should be. Finally the Lord told the Prophet: “When any of you are 
baptized for your dead, let there be a recorder, and let him be eye witness 
of your baptisms; let him hear with his ears, that he may testify of a 
truth, saith the Lord; that in all your recordings it may be recorded in 
heaven; whatsoever you bind on earth, may be bound in heaven; whatso- 
ever you loose on earth, may be loosed in heaven.” That was the begin- 
ning of this work. 

Joseph Smith, instead of living to be nearly a thousand years of age as 
Adam did, lived to be about thirty-eight years of age. He brought forth 
the record of the stick of Joseph in the hands of Ephraim—the history of 
' the ancient inhabitants of this continent. By the power of God he trans- 
lated that, and it has been published in many languages. Besides this, he 
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organized the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints upon the 
foundation of apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus being the chief corner- 
stone. Men were ordained to the Priesthood and sent forth, from the 
various occupations of life, to carry this Gospel to the world. God in- 
formed Joseph Smith that he was called to prune the vineyard once more 
for the last time before the coming of the Son of Man. Since that, thou- 
sands of Elders of Israel have been sent into the world to preach the 
Gospel. Joseph Smith did all this during the fifteen years he held the 
Priesthood. Let any man read the revelations in the Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants, which were given through him during the little time he 
spent here in the flesh. It is one of the greatest records that any man 
ever gave to the human family. Not only this, but he organized the 
endowments and did a great deal of other work. Who could expect him, 
during the short time he lived in the flesh, to do more than he did? I 
received my endowments from under his hands. He brought forth all 
these ordinances that have been given unto the Latter-day Saints. In 
fact, it is a marvel and a wonder that he performed as much as be did. 

I want to say, as the President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, that we should now go on and progress. We have not got 
through revelation. We have not got through the work of God. But at 
this period we want to go on and fulfill this commandment of God given 
through Malachi—that the Lord should send Elijah the prophet, “and he 
shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the 
children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.” 
Ye sons of men, I say unto you, in the name of Israel’s God, those very 
principles that God has revealed are what have stayed the judgments ‘of 
the Almighty on the earth. Were it not for these principles, you and I 
would not be here to-day. We have had prophets and apostles. President 
Young, who followed President Joseph Smith, led us here. He organized 
these Temples and carried out the purposes of his calling and office. He 
laid the foundation of this great Temple on this block, as well as others in 
the mountains of Israel. What for? That we might carry out these prin- 
ciples of redemption for the dead. He accomplished all that God required 
at his hands. But he did not receive all the revelations that belong to 
this work; neither did President Taylor, nor has Wilford Woodruff. There 
will be no end to this work until it is perfected. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


ANNUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL CONFERENCE. 


THE annual Sunday school conference of the Church was held in the 
large Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday, April 8, 1894, at 7 p.m. There 
were present: General Superintendent George Q. Cannon, Assistants 
George Goddard and John Morgan; all the members of the Sunday School 
Union board; President Joseph F. Smith, Elders Brigham Young and 
George Teasdale, and the largest gathering of Sunday school workers ever 
assembled in those valleys. 

The meeting was called together by Assistant General Superintendent 
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George Goddard. The Tabernacle and Juvenile Choir under the able 
management of Professor Evan Stephens furnished the music for the 
occasion and sang: “From Afar, Gracious Lord.” 

Prayer was offered by Elder George H. Brimhall. 

The choir sang: “Hard Times, Come Again No More.” 

The general secretary called the roll of Stakes, showing thirty-four out 
of thirty-six repesented. He also read the totals of the annual statistical 
and financial reports for 1893, as follows :— 

Total number of schools of organized Stakes, 531; total number of 
schools of various missions, 86; grand total number of schools, 617. 

Number of times school held during the year, 26,124; number of male 
officers and teachers, 5,593; number of female officers and teachers, 3,842; 
total number of officers and teachers, 9,435. 

Average attendance of officers and teachers, 6,020; number of male 
pupils, 36,626; number of female pupils, 37,595; total number of pupils, 
74,221. 

Number of pupils in primary department, 29,484; number of pupils in 
first intermediate department, 16,259; number of pupils in second inter- 
mediate department, 12,863; number of pupils in highest department, 
15,615; average attendance of pupils, 47,045; total number of officers, 
teachers and pupils, 83,656. 

Number of books in library, 26,381. 

Cash on hand at last report, $2,663.93; cash collected, $9,961.49; cash 
disbursed, $9,881.49; cash in treasury, $2,743.96. 

The secretary then presented the general Sunday school authorities as 
follows, who were unanimously sustained by the vote of the conference: 
George Q. Cannon, general superintendent of Sunday schools in all the 
world; George Goddard, first assistant general superintendent of Sunday 
schools in all the world; John Morgan, second assistant general superin- 
tendent of Sunday schools in all the world; George Q. Cannon, George 
Goddard, John Morgan, George Reynolds, Abraham H. Cannon, Thomas 
C. Griggs, Joseph W. Summerhays, Levi W. Richards, Francis M. Lyman 
Heber J. Grant and John C. Cutler, members of the Deseret Sunday 
School Union Board; John M. Whitaker, general secretary; George 
Reynolds, general treasurer. 

The speakers dwelt on the labors in the Sunday school, the work accom- 
plished so far and the good that still lay within reach of thorough and 
systematic work. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


By an explosion which occurred on board the Brazilian gunboat Cabidello, one of the 
loyal fleet, fifteen of the crew were killed and wounded. 

The reports from the interior of Honduras state that the popular feeling against Gen. 
Bonilla, who recently assumed the presidency, is strong, and a reign of terror is main- 
tained. Another revolution is predicted within a few months. 

The total catch of the Canadian fisheries for last year is valued at $20,686,660. The 
increase of a million and a half dollars is due to the enormous catch of salmon in British 
Columbia. The capital invested in the fishing industry amounts in all to $11,500,000. 
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Sentence of death has been passed at Chalons-sur-Marne, France, upon an artilleryman 
for insulting his superior officer and resisting the guard. 

The Paris people have made in all 285 arrests of Anarchists during the prevailing scare, 
Of these 180 were liberated immediately, or after a short detention; but the remaining 
105 are still in prison, awaiting the completion of the examination of the evidence against 
them. 


The extensive weaving mills at Iwangwo, Wosnessensk, Russia, have been almost com- 
pletely destroyed by fire. Ten persons perished in the flames. Owing to the disaster 
some 1,200 workmen are thrown out of employment. Property to the estimated value 
of 1,750,000 roubles were destroyed. 


A strike is now in progress in the coke regions of Pennsylvania and five of the sur- 
rounding states. Nearly 200,000 men are out of employment and it is calculated that 
already the daily loss of wages to the men reaches the sum of $125,000. Much rioting 
has occurred and some blood has flown. 


The employes of the Great Northern railway system in the United States went on a 
strike because of an attempt to greatly reduce their wages. The entire system between 
Minnesota and the Pacific Ocean was affected. After being out two weeks nineteen out 
of the twenty points made by the employes were conceded by the company and on May 1 
the strike was declared off. 

An epidemic of smallpox is raging in Chicago and is spreading rapidly, 126 new cases 
being reported April 16. There are now 186 patients suffering from the disease in the 
hospital for contagious diseases and a considerable number in the fever ward of the County 
Hospital In many cases sufferers have been quarantined in private houses, Three 
persons were found dead by the public health inspector in their houses April 15. 


A peculiar industrial movement is now carried out in the United States. A man named 
Coxey has conceived the idea that as written petitions to the government appear to have 
no effect in changing the conditions of the laboring classes, the unemployed are to gather 
in an army and in person present their needs to Congress. Companies of thousands have 
been formed and are now on their way to Washington. What is to be done with them 
on reaching there is the serious part of the question for they are without means and will 
have to depend on the charity of the people in obtaining food. It is expected by the 
promoters of the scheme that a crowd of unemployed numbering from 50,000 to 100,000 
will be massed for the purpose of intimidating Congress to do something in their behalf. 

An earthquake shock, accompanied by subterranean noises, was felt at Athens, Greece, 
on the night of May 1. The number of persons who have perished is 252, and 150 more 
are suffering from injuries. King George and the Crown Prince Nicholas passed two 
days in the ruined villages. The government is sending provisions, tents and medicines, 
and has sent 20,000 drachmas as the first instalment for the relief of the sufferers. The 
disturbances continued until Friday, the 4th inst. The center of the disturbance seems 
to have been the province of Larissa, where many villages were completely destroyed. 
Thebes was completely wrecked, and in Athens itself many buildings fell in. Some 
injury was done to the famous Hadrian’s Gate. Five more shocks occurred in rapid 
succession on Saturday morning, May 5, and though these were less disastrous in their 
results, they naturally greatly intensified the panic everywhere prevailing. It is believed 
that a great number of villagers have perished in the ruins of their houses. In three 
villages 129 persons are known to have been killed. A careful examination of the 
Parthenon shows that that building has sustained some injuries. A large splinter, 
measuring 3 feet by 14 feet, has fallen from the shaft of one of the columns on the 
northern side, and the architrave over the inner columns of the Opisthodomos is also 
damaged, two considerable blocks having fallen, while the adjoining wall also seems un- 
secure. The cloisters of the interesting Byzantine church at Daphne have suffered great 
damage. The prompt action taken by the King, the Duke of Sparta, Prince Nicholas 
and M. Bouphidis, Minister of the Interior, to relieve the distress has greatly helped 
the authorities in restoring confidence amongst the terrified inhabitants. 
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MONDAY, MAY 21, 1894. 


MAN-MADE RELIGIONS. 

RECENTLY there appeared # an exchange a notice that a new “religion” 
was about to be given to humanity; that some of the most learned men 
of the day had been engaged in the work of framing this “religion” 
which it is intended to make as universal as possible. It is said to be 
composed of some doctrines, or “truths,” taken from Mosaism, Mohammed- 
anism, the Hebrews, the Christians, Shintoism, Brahmaism, theosophy, 
theism and a number of other faiths now extant in the world. In it is to 
be placed sufficient of each faith to satisfy the soul of every human being, 
that thus all might become united into one belief. It is said that there 
is some difficulty in finding a name for this new “religion,” a name that 
shall give a_satisfactory idea of what it contains and what are its aims 
and purposes. 

The desirability of a unity of the faith will scarcely be disputed by 
any Christian. As to how the remainder of the world will look upon it is 
another thing, yet it may meet with favor in some quarters of the earth, 
as notice the large number of representatives of faiths not Christian who 
attended the Parliament of Religions held in Chicago last year. Thus far 
the world might be found to be comparatively united. But how much of 
its tenets or doctrines are the expounders of each religion, or every faction 
of each faith, willing to place upon the altar of sacrifice in order that such 
a union may be established? And, if established, what has been attained? 

Let us look at the question for a moment. If a union is successfully 
accomplished, which is rather doubtful as each holds his views to be right 
and as there is no divine voice to declare what is right and what is wrong, 
then it may be truly said that the world has come to one faith; that they 
are united in their manner of worshipping the Lord, and, perhaps, that 
they are delighted with what they have thus secured. But what about 
the Lord? Has any one raised the question: “Will this worship that we 
now institute be acceptable to the Lord?” The Ruler of the universe 
seems to be entirely left out of consideration in this matter. If Holy 
Writ is to be depended upon the Lord was accustomed to declare His will 
to His people. He laid down the law as to how He desired to be wor- 
shipped, and those who chose to go contrary to His law became sufferers 
from divine wrath. But in these days the method is reversed. It is not 
now & question, “What is the mind and will of the Lord?” or, “How can 
we best please Him?” or, “What will He accept from us in token of our 
humility and our desire to serve Him?” But the anxiety finds expression 
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in these words: “How can we form a religion that will suit all minds and 
tastes, from the strongest believer in God and revelation, to the atheist, 
or unbeliever.” 

The Lord appears to have no voice in the matter, but all divinity is 
denied and human thought and effort substituted. What a paradox is 
here presented! Why is any religion at all thought to be necessary? In 
order that we might be saved in the kingdom of God would be the 
answer. But if we can ourselves frame the plan by which we are to be 
saved, without consulting God about it, why not choose to be saved with- 
out any religion whatever? That would be as valid a plan as any other. 

Religion, or theology, is the plan of salvation which God Himself has 
given to His children to follow. When man substitutes his own doctrine 
for the divine plan it becomes no longer religion and it is almost blas- 
phemy to call it by that name. Surely such works or doctrines are not 
only in vain, but are an abomination in the sight of the Lord. The Savior 
Himself declared: “In vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrine the 
commandments of men.” While all so-called religion which is not based 
upon divine revelation must be styled “man-made,” we have never before 
seen, or heard of, such a flagrant example of man-made worship as that 
which it is now proposed to foister upon the world in order to bring about 
an alleged unity of faith; not unity as to belief in God, but unity as to 
belief in the precepts of men. 

The Apostle Paul declares that apostles and prophets, men who filled 
with the Spirit of God were to receive revelation from on high, had been 
set in the Church to edify it, to perfect its members and to continue the 
work of the ministry until “we all come in the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, * * that we henceforth be 
no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about by every wind of 
doctrine.” This declaration is emphatic and gives the true method where- 
by mankind may be brought into a unity of the faith. This unity of the 
faith does not mean simply to believe in the same thing, no matter whence 
its source, but it means to believe in the revelations that God has given 
and will continue to give until we all see eye to eye and understand God’s 
will as to how He wishes to be worshipped. That is the true unity of 
faith. It can be brought about only by revelation and faith in that reve- 
lation by every nation on the earth. Such is the method. Any other is 
man-made and is therefore in vain—doomed to failure J. V. B. 


Tue Illustrated American in a recent issue publishes the following on 
the expulsion of “Mormon” Elders from a certain district in Prus- 
sia: “Prussian authorities have expelled Mormon missionaries; and yet 
she allows pagans to set up false gods, and atheists to deny God. Is 
this because the wise men of Prussia still believe the Mormons practice 
polygamy? The Mormons have made the western prairies blossom with 
the rose, smile with fields of grain, and rich by their well-directed labors. 
Their towns are prosperous, their cities thriving, their industries remu- 
nerative. Their rulers declare polygamy is a dead letter. If polygamy be 
no more, the Mormon religion is not offensive. Nay, if it make a million 
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of men and women subservient to the laws of God and man it has merit 
in it.” 


Worp comes from Mapimi, Mexico, that the reported discovery of a 
wonderful, deserted city in a remote section of the Sierra Madre Mount- 
ains in Durango has been verified by Maurice Lentow and a party of 
explorers. They found the secret entrance to the city and made ex- 
haustive explorations. They returned laden with curiositities from the 
abandoned residences and temples. The population of the city could not 
have been less than 25,000. 


Arrivals.—The following missionaries from Utah and Idaho arrived in 
Liverpool per the Guion steamer Arizona, May 7, 1894: For the Scandi- 
navian Mission—Anthon Pehrson of Logan; Carl A. Johnson of Hunta- 
ville; Carl Hansen of Spring City; John A. Jensen of Cedar City; Charles 
Lundgren of Mayfield and Rasmus M. Larsen of Basalt, Idaho. For the 
Swiss and German Mission—Alonzo Francis of Morgan and Charles J, 
Lang of Salt Lake City. For the British Mission—Stewart Eccles of 
Eden; Wheatley Gibson and Elijah W. Clayton of West Weber; Frederick 
Scholes and A. C. Morris of Salt Lake City; Joseph Barker of North 
Ogden; Joseph Fowers of Hooper; Charles W. Robins of Layton; 8. W. 
Ross, W. L. Webb and Edward Southwick of Lehi; James Tucker of 
Morgan; William John Lee of Ogden; Herschel Bullen, Jr., of Richmond; 
William. T. Jones of Cedar City and Wm. D. Bingham of Clifton, Idaho. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder B. M. Blackhurst has been honor- 
ably released from his labors as Traveling Elder in the Liverpool Con- 
ference, to return home, May 26, 1894. 

Elder C. C. Cressall has been honorably released from his labors as 
President of the Nottingham Conference, to return home, June 9, 1894. 

Elder N. T. Porter, Jr., has been released from his labors as Traveling 
Elder in the Scottish Conference and has been appointed to preside over 
the Nottingham Conference. 

Elder J. M. Dalton has been released from his labors as Traveling Elder 
in the Welsh Conference and has been appointed to labor in the Irish 
Conference. 

Elders Alfred Smurthwaite and J. W. Crook have been released from 
their labors as Traveling Elders in the Newcastle Conference and have 
been appointed to labor in the Manchester Conference. 

Elder Wm. D. Bingham has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Netherlands Mission. 


Elder Stewart Eccles has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Scottish Conference. 


Elder Wheatley Gibson has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Newcastle Conference. 


Elder Frederick Scholes has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Leeds Conference. 


Elders Joseph Barker, Charles W. Robins and James Tucker have been 
appointed to labor as Traveling Elders in the Cheltenham Conference. 
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Elders Joseph Fowers and Elijah W. Clayton have been appointed to 
labor as Traveling Elders in the Nottingham Conference. 

Elder 8. W. Ross has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the 
Liverpool Conference. 

Elders W. L. Webb and Herschel Bullen, Jr., have been appointed to 
labor as Traveling Elders in the Sheffield Conference. 

Elder Edward Southwick has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Birmingham Conference. 

Elder William John Lee has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Manchester Conference. 

Elder A. C. Morris has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the London Conference. 

Elder William T. Jones has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Welsh Conference. 


IRISH CONFERENCE. 


Tue Irish Conference convened at 90 Thorndyke ‘Street, Belfast, May 6, 
1894, at 11:30 a.m. There were present: Anthon H. Lund, President of 
the European Mission; Thos. E. Taylor, of the Liverpool office, Henry 
Lewis, Traveling Elder in the Welsh Conference; Hugh McKay, President 
of, and E. M. Pugmire, Alonzo Lewis, Edgar M. Lindsay and R. J. Kerr, 
Traveling Elders in, the Irish Conference. 

The speakers at the morning meeting successively were President McKay, 
Elders Taylor and Pugmire and President Lund; at the evening service 
Elders Lewis and Taylor and President Lund. 

During the evening meeting the general authorities of the Church, and 
of the European Mission, and the President and Traveling Elders of the 
Irish Conference were presented and unanimously sustained, after which 
the following statistical report and report of the labors of the Elders were 
read: General meetings held 78; open-air meetings 4; tracts distributed 
1,292; books given away 2. Baptism 1; confirmation 1; children blessed 
1. Seventies 5; Elders 2; Teachers 2; members 42; total officers and 
members 51. 

On Monday, May 7, a Priesthood meeting was held, at which the Elders 
reported their individual labors. Throughout the whole of the conference 
there was a good attendance and the Spirit of God was felt to be present. 

E. M. Puamrg, Clerk. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


An Elder writing to the Deseret News under the signature of Phoenix, 
from Porirua, New Zealand, gives a number of interesting experiences 
which will be read with much interest. He says: “How often the mes- 
senger of salvation has reflected upon Paul’s exhortation, ‘I have planted, 
Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then neither is he that 
planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the in- 
crease.’ Occasionally members are gathered into the fold here who first 
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heard the truth preached in their native lands. It is evident that often 
seeds sown broadcast, a humble testimony perhaps of an earnest Elder 
who yearned to see the fruits of his labors, fall into good ground and are 
afterwards quickened by the Spirit of God. A new member recently 
stated that she had experienced no peace of mind for nearly fifteen years, 
until she again met an Elder of the Church. She could never forget the 
truths first heard in old England, though more than twenty years had 
elapsed before she was again privileged to listen to a ‘Mormon’ sermon. 
In a singular manner, acquaintance was formed with a family who al- 
ways extended a cordial welcome to the ‘Mormon’ Elder. In subsequent 
conversations, it was learned that the gentleman was baptized and became 
a member of the Church in 1848. Nearly ten years were spent in the mis- 
sionary field, and reminiscences of the past were reviewed with mutual 
pleasure. Time had not obliterated the record of earnest work, carefully 
journalised over forty years ago. An honorable release, signed by Presi- 
dent George Q. Cannon, is still sacredly preserved. The recollections of 
travels to Zion, associations in the city of the Saints, trials and disappoint- 
ments were all dwelt upon. Subsequent wanderings in other lands, for 
twenty-five years, had not erased this eventful page from life’s history and 
many were the queries made with regard to the condition of Utah, such 
as: ‘How is William Jennings, Bishop Sharp, Daniel H. Wells and 
others? What became of some who fell away and who fought the Saints?’ 
These and many other questions were asked and answered, and the 
conversations recently culminated in a testimony to the truth of the 
Gospel message, and the frank admission ‘the happiest moments of my 
life were spent in associating with the Latter-day Saintsin Zion.’ Neither 
the hand nor the heart of the sower is cold, and earnest prayers are offered 
that the wanderer may return and again be privileged to rejoice in Zion. 
During an interview with an intelligent lady member belonging to the 
sect known as Plymouth Brethren, the writer was surprised to learn that 
she was born in Salt Lake City, and was raised to womanhood by faithful 
Latter-day Saints. Though baptized at eight years of age, and rebaptized 
subsequently, she had no conception of the Gospel as revealed in the 
latter days. Claiming to be in a ‘saved condition through the finished 
work of Christ,’ she manifested much anxiety respecting the spiritual 
welfare of her ‘Mormon’ parents and relatives. About five hours were 
spent in searching the Word of God to ascertain the true plan of life and 
salvation. The lady’s forcible declaration, ‘I know my parents are not 
saved, for they never taught me the Word of God,’ contains a pointed 
lesson for every father and mother in Zion. During a visit to the ‘pah’ 
an earnest soldier of the Salvation army attended the Sabbath service. 
His badge indicated his position, and after Sunday school his Bible was 
produced and an interesting conversation took place, which continued 
until late in the evening, interrupted only by the afternoon service. The 
following Sunday the ‘attack’ was resumed, and the discussion of Gospel 
principles was earnestly listened to, and both parties manifested a kindly 
’ spirit. Several months elapsed before this earnest ‘army’ man was heard 
of again. Returning from a conference in an adjacent district, the Elder 
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stayed at the house of an intelligent young Maori, who informed him that 
he had been debating ‘Mormonism’ with an ‘army’ man who was work- 
ing in the vicinity, and that he stated he had previously met Elder———. 
Of course, the Maori claimed to have vanquished the ‘Pakeha.’ The next 
encounter occurred nearly one hundred miles from the first scene. An- 
other Elder had the privilege of continuing the labor with the young 
man. Again the meeting took place at a Maori ‘pah.’ After a long 
evening's research and discussion, a request was made for another meet- 
ing, the subject of conversation to be the Book of Mormon. The request 
was readily assented to, and it was soon evident that one of the debaters 
had become a sincere investigator. After examining the prophecies, etc., 
for several hours, the Elder was surprised and perplexed at his ‘army’ 
friend’s query, ‘Have you got a pocket knife?’ Wondering what a knife 
had to do with such an important scriptural] subject, the article was pro- 
duced. Immediately the young man {cut the brass ‘S’ off his coat, and 
having disposed of his ‘Salvation’ badge, he declared himself ready for 
baptism. The ordinance was attended to the following day, and soon 
after the young convert commenced distributing tracts and defending the 
principles of the Gospel. Ina previous letter to the Vews, a brief reference 
was made to a European meeting, held at the house of a very earnest 
soldier of the Salvation Army, where a Christadelphian minister endea- 
vored to controvert the doctrines taught. The Elders received a cordial 
invitation to return at some future time. Recently a second visit was 
paid to the town, and the servants of God were heartily welcomed and 
hospitably entertained. In the evening their host informed them of his 
experiences since the meeting, how the Army officers had condemned his 
action in opening his house for ‘Mormon’ services, and how the opposition 
had incited him to investigate and read carefully and prayerfully the 
works previously loaned to him. The Gospel theme was resumed, and it 
was shown very pointedly that God had revealed unto His Prophets in 
the latter day precious truths for the salvation of His children. A faith- 
ful testimony was borne by one of the Elders, and then the listener arose 
and abruptly left the room. After a short absence he returned and asked 
how long the visitors would remain. The answer was ‘As long as there 
is work todo for the Master.’ The Elders rejoiced exceedingly to learn 
that, during his absence, their host had been wrestling with God in prayer, 
and he felt impressed that he should yield to his convictions of the truth. 
He was baptized and confirmed a member of the Church the next even- 
ing. In early February another visit was paid to the South Island, at the 
urgent request of Europeans there. Large and attentive audiences greeted 
the speaker, and it is evident that there were many honest-hearted souls 
in the vicinity. Five good meetings were held during the week, closing 
with an evening meeting in the town hall, Havelock, on the subject of 
divine authenticity of the Book of Mormon. After the Sabbath meeting, 
one member of the congregation introduced himself to the Elders, stating 
that he was baptized over twenty-five years ago, in the town of Plymouth, 
England, by Elder Willis, but since then he had not been privileged to 
associate with the Saints. Many invitations were received to partake of 
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the hospitality of the people, and a few sociable visits proved that a 
friendly spirit of investigation is in the hearts of many of the residents.” 
Elders Dimond and Barrus write as follows from Pagopago Harbor, 
Samoa, under date of January 29, 1894: “The Lord is ever mindful of 
His people in this part of His domain, and even the evil one has by no 
means forgotten us, for he has induced some of the chiefs of the island 
tw forbid us holding meetings in their villages, and even to threaten with 
banishment some of those who have embraced the truth. One notable 
incident of this kind took place at Seetaga, a village on the west end of 
this island. Upon the death of a chief belonging to our Church, the 
remaining chiefs met in council and decided that no Latter-day Saint 
should hold meetings in that place hereafter, and that the one member 
remaining should leave their district or the Church. Being possessed of 
little faith he chose the latter, declaring he could not endure the former. 
This extra effort of the evil one has been turned for good, in that it has 
excited the honest-in-heart to investigate the principles of the Gospel. 
Since then they come almost daily to our quarters to converse with us 
upon our doctrines, and we have recently had the privilege of leading into 
the waters of baptism Te’o and Suega, two of the principal chiefs of Pago- 
pago, and Tufaga, one of the principal talking-men. These two events 
have excited the adversary in this village, and some have threatened to 
drive the Elders out of the district. But half of those in authority are 
in sympathy with our cause and we feel quite secure. We have endeav- 
ored to explain to our people in these parts that this oppression is a char- 
acteristic feature of the true Church of Christ, and should there be no 
persecution, no scoffs and scorns, etc., we should certainly think that some- 
thing was wrong, and should fear that we were not living as we ought; 
for he that liveth a good life in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 
Elder J. Q. Critchlow, writing from Metz, West Virginia, U.S. A:, under 
date of March 17, says: “William J. Henderson and Charles Morris, while 
holding meeting in Gilmer County, were disturbed by the explosion of a 
bomb. This was the first ‘Mormon’ meeting ever held in that vicinity, 
and a few of the ‘toughs’ were determined that it should be the last, and 
in order to accomplish their desire they constructed an infernal machine 
out of a stick of hard timber, two feet long and ten inches in diameter, and, 
after boring an inch-and-a-quarter hole lengthways of the stick, filled it 
up with powder and placed an iron band on either end to strengthen it. 
They placed it under the school house beneath the rostrum. Elder 
Henderson had been talking about twenty minutes when ‘bang!’ went the 
bomb. The shock shook the house from center to circumference. The 
bomb struck an oak sleeper, eight by twelve inches, which prevented it from 
coming up through the floor. But for this it would probably have resulted 
in loss of life, as the house was packed to overflowing. The bomb made 
a hole in the sleeper large enough to bury a man’s fist. After half an hour 
the congregation got quieted and the Elders proceeded with their meeting 
.unmolested. They preached two more sermons in the house, and on the 
last night several of the ‘toughs’ fired off their revolvers and shouted, but 
went no further with their threats. Elders O. A. Robinson and Emuel 
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Bachman, while holding meeting in an adjoining county, received a warm 
reception of rotten eggs. A young man in the house went to the window, 
raised it up, and the mob on the outside threw the eggs through, besmear- 
ing the inmates with their nauseating missiles and breaking up their 
meeting.” 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

An elderly lady named Evans, of Logan, was leading a horse to water, when the 
animal reared, throwing her to the ground and breaking her left arm. 

The recent legislature passed an act creating a Territorial militia and in accordance 
with its provisions Governor West has taken steps to organize companies throughout the 
Territory. Officers have been commissioned and are now actively engaged in organizing 
companies and training the new troops in military tactics. 

At a meeting of the Board of Regents of the University of Utah, held April 9, Prof. 
James E. Talmage was named as president of the University. The Salt Lake Literary 
and Scientific Association offered to establish a chair of geology and mineralogy at the 
University, and to loan the association library apparatus. The generous offer was 
accepted with thanks. 

Bishop Wallace of North Ogden, Weber County, died very suddenly at the residence 
of Apostle Franklin D. Richards at Ogden, April 15, at 9:15 p.m. Elder Wallace attended 
the quarterly conference of the Weber Stake in the afternoon and while there remarked 
that he was coming down with pneumonia. After the close of the meeting he accom- 
panied Elder Kichards to his home and sat there chatting until 9:15, when suddenly he 
fell to the floor, gasped and was dead. 

On April 12, Officer Everill, of the Salt Lake City police force, while in the act of 
hanging up his pistol until he should report again for duty, dropped it out of the scab. 
bard to the floor. The gun was discharged, the bullet striking Sergeant M. Wilson on 
the shin-bone below the knee, crushing the knee and fracturing the thigh-bone. This 
occurred in the morning; at 2 p.m. the unfortunate man was dead. His grief-stricken 
wife gave birth to a daughter the following day. 

A Territorial industrial fair has been held for the past month in Salt Lake City at which 
home manufacturers have exhibited their wares. It has proven quite a success and has 
given the people of the Territory some idea of the amount and class of goods that are 
manufactured at home. It is hoped that this fair will stimulate the residents to the ex- 
clusive use wherever possible of goods that are home-made, that thus they may to a cer- 
tain extent protect themselves from the hard times. 

John Toombs of Logan had his shoulder dislocated some time ago by being thrown from 
a sleigh. Just as he got out the shoulder was again thrown out of place. He had just 
fully recovered when he met with an accident of a different character. He was splitting 
wood when his ax caught an unnoticed clothes-line overhead. In the rebound the blade 
of the ax struck him above and below the right eye cutting two gashes, each of which it 
required two stitches to close. Fortunately the eyeball was uninjured. 

Henry McEwan, an old and highly respected citizen of Salt Lake City, was killed in 
a runaway in Sugar House Ward, April 15. He was riding in a single horse buggy with 
his wife and two grandchildren. The horse became frightened near the railway tracks 
and ran away. The whole party was shortly thrown from the buggy, McEwan striking 
the ground on his head, fracturing the skull. He died ten hours later, never regaining 
consciousness. The other occupants of the buggy escaped comparatively uninjured. He 
was a native of Edinburgh, Scotland, being born there July 4, 1830. 


